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criticism he remarked to those in his immediate vicinity: "If
the country can stand the first outburst of mirth the nomina-
tion will call forth, it may prove a strong ticket."

Carl Schurz was slow in reaching a decision to support
the ticket. His first endeavor was to induce Greeley, in
a friendly way, to decline the nomination, by showing him
the sombre aspects of the campaign ahead. In a letter
dated May 18, he told Greeley that the dissatisfaction
of an influential part of the Liberal Republican forces
was such that a meeting had been called to consider the
question of putting another ticket in the field before
the Democrats should hold their convention. Other dis-
couraging features were presented and the letter con-
cluded with these words:

I have, from the beginning, made it a point to tell you with
entire candor how I feel and what I think about this business,
and now if the developments of the campaign should be such as
to disappoint your hopes, it shall not be my fault if you are
deceived about the real state of things.

To this Greeley replied on the 20th, saying that his
advices'warranted him in predicting that New York
would give 50,000 majority for the Cincinnati ticket, and
that New England and the South would be nearly solid
for it, while in Pennsylvania and the Northwest the
chances were at least even. He ended by saying: "I shall
accept unconditionally."

The meeting foreshadowed in Schurz's letter to Greeley
took place at the Fifth. Avenue Hotel on the 20th of June.
It was composed mainly of persons who had participated
in the Cincinnati Convention and had been greatly dis-
appointed by Mr. Greeley's nomination'. William Cullen
Bryant presided, but fell asleep in the chair soon after the
proceedings began. The first speech was made by Trum-
bull, who said that his mind was made up to support thement-like face. In truth, he seemed to get the news
